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My Best and Worst Speakers
	In the present professional world, presentation has become an essential skill, be it in a team meeting or front of an audience. However, it is not a walk at the park for many of us. Public speaking causes a lot of anxiety and concern. It is because the outcome of how you do your presentation determines the way people think about you. Nevertheless, with thorough practice and preparation, the result can be exemplary just well. In this context, I will discuss my different encounters with speakers I consider the best and the worst speakers I have ever met. I will critically analyze my reasons why I ultimately made my conclusions as stated.  
	The fascinating speaker that I rated as the best was Joe Andrew, a motivational speaker and counselor. My first encounter with him was during my final year in high school. Andrew had been invited to talk with final year students on Academic Excellence. There had been a lot of exam tension in school; we were waiting and preparing for final exams in less than a month. Andrew was famous in schools for his motivating talks, and we were all looking so forward to this planned talk. The meeting hall was packed to capacity, everyone with a notebook and a pen, eager to listen and curious to learn. 
	He walked confidently in a neat navy-blue suit and fixed tie, which projected him as a reliable and successful man, holding his laptop tightly in his hand. Loud applause was heard from the students, and in return, he waved back at us and smiled. He took up the microphone and started by acknowledging the recognition we had ushered him, asked everyone to settle down and remain attentive. His opening was apparent; it comprised recognition of the school administration, the present staff in the hall, and students. He gave a brief introduction about himself, then ended with a clear introduction to the talk's topic. Before going deep into the subject, he gave us an exciting story to draw examples to explain his topic. The story indeed attracted everyone's attention to his presentation. 
	In his presentation, he engaged the audience by asking open-ended questions that needed the students to contribute and give their views before giving his. He had an incredible sense of humor which left the audience lively all through his presentation. He was never stuck in one position; he could move through the audience from one place to another. His body motion was in line with what he was saying, and it was not exaggerated. In his presentation, he could use rhetorical questions which required the audience to think through critically. 
	Andrew's voice was loud and clear to everyone in the hall to hear. He was very confident and composed; it was clear he knew what he was presenting. All through the presentation, he maintained eye contact with the audience. The language was simple, straightforward, and professional. His pace in the way he was uttering his words was steady and audible. He also managed to maintain a warm and friendly environment, we all felt comfortable listening to him, and to everyone's surprise, we did not even realize how time moved so fast. Everybody wished that he could continue. He had well calculated his time and had slotted the last twenty for questions, and he would answer them to satisfaction. His closing remarks were explicit and left the audience contented.
	Additionally, in my time in high school, I also encountered a speaker whom I consider the worst I have ever met. Nonetheless, I choose not to disclose his real name and refer to him as John. John is an author of a great set book used for academic learning in high school. He had been invited to our school for a symposium on one of his popular set books. Everyone was so excited when we received the news that the most incredible author in town was coming to our school. However, it was a great disappointment to everyone who had attended that symposium. John arrived late; he came two hours later than the scheduled time. His dressing code was not so appealing as it did not project an author's look but the artist's. 
	In his presentation, his voice was harsh and shaky. None of his words were audible. He seemed tensed and not composed; I remember him trembling and scattering his papers on the floor. He was not able to engage the audience. His presentation was more of reading a written script to us. He used complex terms and a hard-to-understand language. His presentation barely lasted thirty minutes, and he had not scheduled for a question-and-answer session. It would even be hard to ask him questions as he seemed not to have complete knowledge about what he was saying. The audience had lost concentration creating a lot of commotions and noise. Others kept on yawning and checking on the time. John had become the worst speaker ever!
	In conclusion, Andrew was still is the best speaker I have ever met. Up to today, I still attend his events whenever I get information that he will be presenting. On the other hand, John has never received any other school invitations. Currently, he has focused on authorship and not public speaking. 
